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In the city of Buenos Aires, on October 16 to 19, 2006, the XII World Congress of Insurance Law took place.  This important event, organized by the Argentinean Section of AIDA, gathered around 600 representatives from 55 countries.  We include in this AIDA FLASH notes from some of the most important issues, but for details about the academic program, please enter AIDA’s website www.aida.org.uk

1. INSURANCE, REINSURANCE, AND THE IMPACT OF TERRORISM.

During the XII World Congress of Insurance Law, one of the main topics that were developed was that related to Insurance, Reinsurance and the Impact of Terrorism. 

The speakers for this important theme were Professors Jerome Kullmann from France and Robert Merkin from the UK. The panel members were Ana García Barona (Spain), Colin V. Croly (UK), Alejandro Venegas Franco (Colombia) y Michael Gill (Australia).

We will hopefully be able to send some reviews on the expositions made during the conference. 

2. THE INFLUENCE OF SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATIONS ON THE INDIVIDUAL INSURANCE

In regard to the second topic of the World Congress, the speakers were the Argentinean Professors Eduardo Mangialardi, Norberto Pantanali and Enrique J. Quintana. Together with them, the panel members that participated were Joaquín Alarcón Fidalgo (Spain), Jean Bigot (France), Agostino Gambino (Italy) and Ioannis Rokas (Greece).

We will hopefully be able to send some reviews on the expositions made during the conference. 

3. APPOINTMENT OF AIDA’S OFFICE BEARERS FOR THE PERIOD 2006 TO 2010

During the Presidential Council Meeting of October 16, 2006, the following persons were appointed as the office bearers of the Association for the period 2006 to 2010: 

President:                             Carlos Ignacio Jaramillo (Colombia)

Vice- Presidents:                 Marcel Fontaine (Belgium)

                                               Michael Gill (Australia)

                                               Eduardo Mangialardi (Argentina)

                                               Peter Naschitz (Israel)

Presidential Councillors:     Sergio Barroso de Mello (Brazil)

Jean Bigot (France)

Osvaldo Contreras-Strauch (Chile)

Herman Cousy (Belgium)   

Alfonso De Virgiliis (Italy)

Bill Dufwa (Sweden)

Peter Havenga (South Africa)

Ulrich Hubner (Germany)

Taisto Hujala (Finland)

Rafael Illescas (Spain)

T Richard Kennedy (USA)

Ferenc Kiss (Hungary)

Moritz Kuhn (Switzerland)

Robert Merkin (UK)

Koichi Otani (Japan)

Alfonso Puig (Uruguay)

Ioannis Rokas (Greece)

Claudio Russo (Italy)

Johan Van Niekerk (South Africa)

John Wansink (Netherlands)

Chairmen of the Working Parties: 

(Ex Officio):                           Joaquín Alarcón (Spain) – New Technologies, 

                                               Prevention and Insurance

Kris Bernauw (Beligium) - Transport

Colin Croly (UK) - Reinsurance

Jerome Kullmann (France) – Consumer Protection and Dispute Resolution. 

Claudio Speyer (Argentina) y

Enrique Quintana (Argentina) – Accumulation of Claims and Subrogation

Gerrit Winter (Germany) – State Supervision of Insurance

Armando Zimolo (Italy) – Motor Insurance

Bill Dufwa (Sweden) – Collective Insurance

Presidentes

Honorarios:                           Karoly Bard (Hungary)

Emilio Bullo (Argentina)

John Butler (UK)

Arturo Díaz Bravo (Mexico)

Agostino Gambino (Italy)

Mikael Rosenmejer (Denmark)

Bernard Viret (Switzerland)

Honorary

Members:                              Ernesto Caballero (Spain)

T De Azaredo Santos (Brazil)

Ronald Jacks (USA)

Eiichi Kimura (Japan)

Fernando Sanchez Calero (Spain)

Otmar Schmidlin (Switzerland)

Manuel Soares Povoas (Brazil)

Manfred Straube (Austria)

                                               Abdelhafidh Zaanoun (Tunisia)

4. AWARD OF THE AIDA MEDAL TO PROFESSOR AGOSTINO GAMBINO

During the Opening Ceremony of the XII World Congress of Insurance Law, the AIDA Medal was awarded to Professor Agostino Gambino, as a recognition of his outstanding scientific work and permanent cooperation with AIDA, as well as his contribution to the scientific community of our Association.

Professor Arturo Díaz Bravo pronounced some very eloquent words in recognition of Prof. Gambino’s brilliant participation in AIDA (as member of the Presidential Council, President of the Italian Section of AIDA, amongst others). Afterwards, the mentioned award was given by AIDA’s President, Professor Carlos Ignacio Jaramillo J. 

5. SCIENTIFIC PRIZE FOR INVESTIGATION

As was established in the Terms and Conditions of the Scientific Prize for Investigation of AIDA, the final verdict of the mentioned Prize was made public during the XII World Congress of AIDA, as follows:

In the first place, ex equo, the submissions “Marine Insurance Warranties” and “Los Corredores de Seguros”, were granted the first prize. 

As determined by the Jury, the second place corresponded to the submission entitled “Insurable Interest”.

The respective economic prizes, as well as the recognition plaques, will soon be given to the winners, hopefully in May, 2007 in Rome, when the first meeting of the Presidential Council of AIDA will take place. 

6. GENERAL QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE STRUCTURAL AND FUNCTIONAL DIAGNOSIS OF AIDA'S NATIONAL SECTIONS

During the Presidential Council meeting that took place on October 16, 2006, the conclusions related to the General Questionnaire on the Structural and Functional Diagnosis of AIDA’s National Sections were discussed. 

The general consent, concluded, amongst other important issues, that there are problems because of the inactivity of some the National Sections, and also, that the Association will try to integrate new National Sections to AIDA. For this purpose, some Councillors proposed to create a group that will make decisions in order to solve the problems that the National Sections are facing, and also to strengthen them. 

The above will constitute the second phase of this project, as the weaknesses and strengths have been pointed out by the National Sections, and the next step is to give effective response to them.

7. INTERNATIONAL LEGISLATION- COMPILATION OF LEGISLATION ON INSURANCE CONTRACT.

The Presidential Council also discussed about this project of the Association, and commented the need of having a common language in which to present the legislations, such as English, so that the access to them is permitted to as many people as possible, and therefore avoid having a language barrier. For this reason, the Council proposed asking each National Section to send, both in their native language and in English, the effective legislation of their country of Insurance Contract.

Also, the information that has been compiled up until now, will be published in AIDA’s website, in a special link that contains the 35 legislations that have been grouped, so that the international community can use this important tool for investigation. 

8. WORKING PARTIES

The Working Parties met during the XII World Congress in Buenos Aires, having absolute success, and with the attendance of, not only their members, but also other people interested in the development of this relevant institutions of AIDA. 

On the other hand, in the Presidential Council meeting the functioning of the Working Parties was revised, and the Council emphasized on their importance, as they are one of the Association’s main supports.  For this reason, and in order to expand the work of these parties, the Councillors proposed the creation of a committee that will encourage the strengthening and impulse of the Working Parties. 

Additionally, Dr. Eduardo Mangialardi commented that he will be sending via e-mail the Rules for the Working Parties, and the proposals for their modification, so that during the first meeting of the Presidential Council in 2007, the persons interested on it present new proposals for modification.

Finally, the Working Party of Collective Insurance was created, and as its Chairman, Prof. Bill Dufwa was appointed. This Working Party has been created taking into account the existence and development of the collective insurance in many countries, the rules applied to them, and with the objective of creating a group of rules around this important subject. 

9. LIBER AMICORUM – TRIBUTE TO PROFESSOR ANTIGONO DONATI

The Liber Amicorum, Tribute to Professor Antigono Donati was given, during the Opening Ceremony, to Professor Donati’s son, Stefano Donati, in recognition of the importance, as well as the valuable contribution of Prof. Donati in a worldwide level. 

To honour Professor Donati’s work throughout the years, the Liber Amicorum was published, containing a number of studies, essays and articles created by a select group of international members of AIDA, concerning topics that will surely permit a very beneficial and panoramic view of Insurance Law around the world.

We will soon be informing where it is possible to acquire this book.

10 CREATION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE OF AIDA

In October 19, 2006, a very important meeting took place, wishing to discuss the creation of a regional group of AIDA in Europe, taking into account and considering the efficiency and good example of the CILA (Latin American regional group of AIDA).

During this meeting, members of different European Sections of AIDA, as well as Dr. Eduardo Mangialardi (Chairman of CILA for the period 2006-2010) and Prof. Díaz Bravo (co-founder of CILA), who intervened making important contributions to the new committee, and showed their enthusiasm for the creation of this committee.

After this debate, the European Committee of AIDA was created, and the formation of this institution will be lead by Dr. Colin Croly –General Secretariat of AIDA- and Prof. Marcel Fontaine, who will receive e-mails with suggestions and ideas.

11.  ICELAND INSURANCE ASSOCIATION – NEW MEMBER OF AIDA

We are happy to communicate to the international community that Iceland has been admitted to integrate as member of our Association, a relevant act to AIDA.  On the other hand, we welcome the new members of this Section, that will surely contribute with their knowledge to the whole community.

12 CILA – AIDA: APPOINTMENT OF THE NEW OFFICE BEARERS AND VENUE OF THE X CILA AIDA CONGRESS

Also, the CILA – AIDA members met during the World Congress of Buenos Aires, and the new office bearers of this important regional committee were appointed, being elected Dr. Osvaldo Contreras as President and Dr. Juan José Vives as Vicepresident. 

On the other hand, the new venue of the Ibero-Latinamerican Insurance Law Congress was introduced, and it is the city of Viña del Mar, Chile. This beautiful city will receive all the interested members from 7 to 10 November, 2007. 

13. DATE AND PLACE FOR THE ORDINARY MEETINGS OF THE PRESIDENTIAL COUNCIL OF AIDA DURING THE FIRST AND SECOND SEMESTERS OF 2007

In May 2007, the first meeting of the Presidential Council of AIDA will take place, and the second meeting will be during the X Ibero-Latinamerican Congress of Insurance Law in Chile. 

More details about these meetings will be promptly given to the international community. 

14. DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT WORLD CONGRESSES OF AIDA, 2010 AND 2014. 

We are pleased to invite you to the XIII World Congress of Insurance Law that will take place on 2010 in the beautiful city of Paris, France. Equally, the Presidential Council has determined that for the XIV World Congress of Insurance Law, on the year 2014, the host country will be South Africa.

More information will be soon given to the international community. 

CARLOS IGNACIO JARAMILLO J.

President AIDA

___________________________

acoldese@cable.net.co
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