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Over 200 members of the insurance community attended the recent semi-annual meeting of AIDA at the prestigious Carlton hotel in Tel Aviv. This is comparatively a very large gathering composed of lawyers, loss adjusters, underwrting and claims executives and insureds. The meeting was organized and chaired by Adv. Peter Gad Naschitz, President of the Israel chapter and World Vice President of AIDA.  After the sumptuous lunch, the delegates convened in the conference room and listened, and partly partricipated, mainly devoted to recent insurance developments and events in Israel and world-wide.  At the opening, the participants rose for a minute of silence in memory of Avi Erlich, managing director of Robert Marcus & Co., one of Israel’s foremost insurance adjusting firms, who passed away recently ; his daughter Naama, who joined the firm and the veteran adjuster, Yona Marcus, who took over when Avi had become incapacitated, were in the audience.
The keynote address was delivered by Dr. Sigal Sidezki, of the Sheba Medical Center on stastical and epidemiological methods of proof of injuries.  The main panel discussion dealing with conflict of laws question of great importance :  A passenger in a rented van was seriously injured in a road accident in New Zealand.  The car was driven by an Israeli colleague of the injured person.  Under New Zealand law there was no possibility to submit a claim in tort, and there was no insurance in place.  According to the legal position in Israel, the law of the place where the accident occurred, and the jurisdiction of that place, should have ben applied – which would have left the plaintiff without a remedy.  In the view of the very special circumstances of the case, the Supreme Court decided to allow the case to go ahead in an Israeli court on the basis of the Israeli Tort Ordinance.  The lawyers who represented the parties – Adv. Ami Harlap and Raanan Baron participated at the lively and erudite panel.  There were 6 additional lectures and panels, with the participation of Peggy Sharon, Dr. Shachar Weler, Adv. Michlin, Moshe Abady and Azarya Alkalay. Of special interest was a presentation of the recent case of Sky Club in which the District Court of Haifa ordered an insurance company to compensate its insured for the damage which it suffered due to the fact that the company failed to pay the material damage which the insured had suffered – in time.  This case caused a furor on the insurance market.
The final part of the meeting featured a presentation by Roy Eshkol on a computerized software which enables a sort of a «handsfree» mediation.  The meeting was used to present the AIDA members with credit card form membership cards.
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