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Bogotá, 24th October 2003

FOR THE PRESIDENTS OF THE NATIONAL CHAPTERS
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	9.
	UNDERTAKING COOPERATION AGREEMENTS: ESTABLISHING AN INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT NETWORK

	10.
	OTHER INITIATIVES


Dear Mr. President:

Such as it was announced in our last communication, we are glad to inform you on the developments of some of the project contained in the Association Work Plan (2002-2006) approved by the Presidential Council in its last meeting (Río de Janeiro), which you will find attached. As it is pointed out in the Plan’s introduction, these projects are meant to be executed gradually throughout the following years, which supposes that all cannot have the same priority. 

Please bear in mind that the success of each and every project highly depends on the active participation of the National Sections, reason why we request your assistance on this matter.

1.
Point No 1.: AIDA WORKING PARTIES

Together with AIDA’s General Secretariat, concerns and opinions around this matter are being gathered, which will shortly be sent to the Association’s Executive Committee to be analyzed in order to present them for the Presidential Council’s consideration on 4th December/03. 

As it has been previously stated, these proposals pretend to strengthen the different Working Parties and to establish a minimum of common functioning rules.

2. Point No. 2.: CREATION OF AIDAS SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH PRIZE

As it was decided by the Presidential Council, AIDA is very interested in sponsoring scientific research among its National Sections. To this end, notwithstanding its usual and traditional activities, a scientific research prize wants to be created in order to invite a great number of people who are interested in developing an excellent research project related to Insurance Law or similar disciplines. 

The prize will consist in the publication of the winning work, and an important sum of money for its author.

A model of the prize’s terms and conditions will be sent to AIDA’s Executive Committee, in order to obtain its valuable comments on this issue. As it will be done with the Working Parties, the final version of this document will be presented to the Presidential Council in Brussels.

Once there is a final decision regarding the prize, its terms and conditions will be sent to you via e-mail so you may be able to know them and properly diffuse them in your country. In principle, the prize is meant to be given out at the next AIDA World Congress, which will be held in Buenos Aires on 2006.

3. Point No. 3: BOOK TRIBUTING THE MEMORY OF PROF. ANTIGONO DONATI ('LIBER AMICORUM'): INSURANCE LAW IN THE NEW MILLENIUM

This is one of the most important projects to be developed, because it will tribute the memory of the Prof. Antigono DONATI. Furthermore, with this Liber Amicorum, we seek to gather numerous highly qualified studies, essays, and articles prepared by international scholars on different actual and interesting subjects. Thus, the assigned title for this publication: INSURANCE LAW IN THE NEW MILLENIUM.

Please bear in mind that, according to the contact we have had with Dr. Armando ZIMOLO, Chairman of the Motor Insurance Working Party, GENERALI is interested in directly assuming its edition. The idea has been supported by the Italian Section, specifically by its President, Prof. Agostino GAMBINO. This chapter will be in charge of the publication’s coordination.

Given that, in principle, this work should be concluded by 2005, which will be the Association 45th Anniversary, this project will also be dealt with at the Presidential Council meeting.

In the meantime, it would be convenient that each National Section study the possibility of actively participating in this academic initiative by preliminarily establishing a possible theme or topic to be developed and the person who will be in charge of preparing the work.

4. Point No. 4: CREATION OF AIDA’S E-LIBRARY: ‘WORLD INSURANCE LIBRARY’

As you are aware, with this project’s first stage, AIDA pretends to gather different libraries and documentation centers that specialize in Insurance Law and related disciplines. On a second stage, we hope to create a common search engine for AIDA members.

In principle, we have thought to include the following libraries, not withstanding that the list can be modified according to the different suggestion obtained by AIDA’s National Chapters.

International Insurance Library - KBC Bank & Verzekering (Catholic University of Lovain, Belgium) 

AIDA’s Italian Section (Antigono Donati Fund) 

GENERALI Documentation Center (Italy) 

AIDA’s Spanish Section

MAPFRE Documentation Center (Spain) 

Libraries suggested by AIDA’s British and Australian Sections 

CILA Documentation Center (Universidad Javeriana, Colombia) 

If you have any suggestion or specific comment to include a documentation center that has a website or a duly classified catalogue, please let us know as soon as possible in order to establish proper contact with the institution.

We thank you in advance for any suggestion.

5. Point No. 6: PUBLICATION OF INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE LEGISLATION

This project is also meant to be developed in different stages. The first will be related to the insurance contract; the second will include reinsurance and brokerage; and the final stage will comprise legislation related to the business (Public Insurance Law). Stages two and three would be developed after the first is concluded.

Therefore, we invite you to promptly send us your country’s insurance contract legislation in order to begin the first stage of this project. If it is possible, we would be grateful to receiving this information in your official language and in English or, if this is not possible, in some of the other official AIDA languages. 

We would appreciate if this could be sent by the end of November so we can advance to the second stage and submit a report to the Presidential Council on 4th December.

We thank your cooperation and trust that it will be easy for you to send us this information.

6. Point No. 7: PUBLICATION OF INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE JURISPRUDENCE

Knowing that this project is highly connected with the latter, because their object is to provide tools to get to know international legislation and jurisprudence, it would be convenient to jointly develop them.

Therefore, after a basic guide containing its medullar topics has been drafted, we will request your active cooperation to begin the execution of this project. 

In the meantime, however, we would be thankful if you could send us parts of the most representative rulings that have been issued between 2000 and 2003 (21st Century). It would be convenient to make a brief introduction of the judgement(s) that will be sent in order to illustrate its central themes (i.e. good faith principle and its influence on the insurance contract; effectiveness of ‘claims made’ clauses, etc.)

For this project’s purpose, it will be important that each National Section, if it finds it pertinent, designate a person who will be in charge of its execution, unless you decide to do it directly. As you will note, this project will also benefit your National Section.

7. Points No 5 and 8: OTHER PUBLICATIONS: AIDA-MAIL, AIDA-FLASH AND MAGAZINE

The next AIDA-MAIL will be shortly edited, and will compile the documents and information sent to the General Secretariat by the National Sections. Please bear in mind that AIDA-MAIL can only be edited if the National Sections send contributions to be included in it.

We hope to have a first version of the AIDA-FLASH before the end of this year. This tool will allow immediate information diffusion among the National Sections. With respect to the AIDA magazine, our purpose would be to have one ready by June 2004 if the international scientific community cooperates with this project. If no contributions are received it will be extremely difficult to reinstall the publication of an academic AIDA magazine. These two initiatives will be further developed in future opportunities, but should like to encourage the National Sections to send the material they believe could be included in each of them.

8. Point No 9. CREATION OF EVERY NATIONAL CHAPTER’S WEBSITE

Taking into account the information contained in AIDA’s website, many National Chapters have their own homepage. Thus, we invite every Chapter that does not have one to adopt this extraordinary initiative, which will favor direct and immediate diffusion of your Section’s information. Furthermore, this will increase AIDA’s institutional presence on the Internet and will benefit the international scientific community

It would be plausible that, if possible, new websites follow similar parameters to those contained in AIDA’s homepage, in order to reach homogeneity within our Association, notwithstanding every Section’s independence and autonomy regarding its design and content.

If your Section has a website and it is not included in AIDA’s homepage, please inform this situation to the General Secretariat so that the information can be updated (mmendelowitz@blg.co.uk).

9. Point No. 11: UNDERTAKING COOPERATION AGREEMENTS: ESTABLISHING AN INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT NETWORK

We hope to undertake a cooperation agreement with the Catholic University of Lovain during the next Presidential Council meeting, which will focus, among other topics, on the prestigious Law and Insurance Economics programs offered by this Academic Institution. After the Presidential Council meeting, its members will head to the University in order to sign the convention. 

Apart from the importance of having a formal and permanent connection with this University, this will be the first cooperation agreement undertaken by AIDA, which will allow the Association to obtain important academic benefits, specifically in the fields of Insurance Law research.

On the other hand, we are exploring the idea of establishing contacts with international organizations that pursue similar objectives to AIDA, such as UNIDROIT; Association Henri Capitant; International Maritime Committee, etc. The object of these connections will be to enrich AIDA’s academic and scientific profiles.

The same will be done with other Universities that, as Lovain, offer Insurance Law programs or support the development of similar more general topics (i.e. Commercial Law; Commercial Contracts; Maritime Law. etc.)

10.
OTHER INITIATIVES

As it has been pointed out, the development of the projects contained in the Work Plan will be gradual and by stages. However, if given the circumstances, some may be dealt with more actively if it is possible. Therefore, in the coming months we hope to concentrate on the projects contained in this communication, for which your cooperation and that of the General Secretariat will be fundamental. 

In the meantime, we hope to hearing from you soon on the previously mentioned points, and offer you our support in whatever you may need.

Kind regards,
CARLOS IGNACIO JARAMILLO J.

President
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