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As we approach the concluding moments of this great 13th Congress of the International Law Association held in Paris, France, I wish to express our thanks and pay tribute to a number of people for their extraordinary service to AIDA in various ways and to say something of my hopes and expectations for the next four years, the term of my Presidency.

For organisations to remain vibrant and relevant, their life must be renewed.  That process of renewal involves the retirement of old friends who have, through their extraordinary generosity and expertise, contributed to the reputation and illustrious performance of organisations - in our case, AIDA.

When the Presidential Council reconvenes following this General Assembly, we will no longer have, as Councillors, Bill Dufwa,  Dick  Kennedy, Jan Wansink, and Gerritt Winter. Marcel Fontaine and Peter Naschitz will no longer be Vice Presidents.
Our thanks to all of them for their individual contributions to the work of AIDA.
For Marcel and Peter,  they now become Honorary Presidents and can continue to attend our meetings.  We hope they do.  They will always be welcome.  I think all of those retiring members would like me to say something of Marcel Fontaine who made a special contribution as General Reporter at a number of conferences including, I well remember, the Sydney conference in 1994.

Of course, my presence on this occasion means that after many years of generous and selfless contribution, we are recording the end of the term of office of our outgoing President Carlos Ignacio Jaramillo.

President Carlos has occupied the position for eight years.  During that period of time he has had an extraordinarily busy academic, judicial and business life in his home country of Colombia.  He has always found the time to help us identify the priorities for AIDA, to lead us towards the correct solutions and to encourage all of us in the particular roles that we had for the Association.  Whilst we have not yet succeeded in implementing all of the plans that he laid down for AIDA, we are grateful to him for identifying and articulating so much that needed to be done.

In years to come, I am sure we will see much more progress in the areas initially identified in his term of office.
We look forward to seeing him as a new Honorary President, we thank him and we wish him well in this next phase of his professional and academic life.

The Program for this great congress records, at the very beginning, the 16 names of the Organising Committee.
Can I ask them please to stand up so that we can, by acclamation, record our appreciation to them.
Of course, the great team that brought success for AIDA in Paris would, I am sure, point to the captain as the person who must receive some special thanks.  Professor Jerome Kullman, our friend on the Presidential Council advocated the cause of the Paris Conference to the Presidential Council prior to our decision to come to Paris for 2010.

Thereafter, he kept us up-to-date with his reports always confident that this would be a very successful congress as long as the National Chapters produced the participants. 

For AIDA, the world has come to Paris in good numbers and for that we have to thank the Organising Committee and its Chairman for such an attractive program including the scientific meetings and the social opportunities.
Jerome, please accept the thanks of the Presidential Council and all of those who have been the recipients of your generous planning, your devotion to an excellent outcome and your hospitality here in Paris.

In concluding my remarks about my friends and colleagues on the Presidential Council and before I say something of my vision for the next four years, can I just say to my friend and Vice President Eduardo Mangialardi:

'Eduardo, thank you for submitting your name for the Presidency.  Thank you for all the work you have done and will continue to do as a most valued member of the Presidential Council.  And especially, thank you for your magnanimous gesture which enabled the Presidential Council to solve what would have been a difficult choice between the pair of us.  My warmest personal thanks.'

And so for the next four years.

AIDA's success comes from the generosity of its people.  There are thousands of them around the world and every day they are fulfilling AIDA's objectives.
My principal objective is to strengthen AIDA through the quality and relevance of it’s scientific work.
AIDA's raison detr'e is captured in the first article of its by-laws; it is the promotion and development at an international level of collaboration between its members and an increase in the study and knowledge of international and national insurance law as well as proposing measures for adoption by the insurance industry which may lead to harmonisation of insurance law and the resolution of insurance disputes.
The excellence of its scientific work is the source of its reputation.  
AIDA was formed fifty years ago this year and I think it is only appropriate that the first objective of my Presidency should be to invite the Presidential Council to revisit and revalidate the quality and coverage of our scientific activities in all parts of AIDA.  In other words, to positively satisfy ourselves that we are discharging as best we possibly can the objectives first set for us by our forefathers in Rome fifty years ago.

To that end, I am proposing to the Presidential Council that we establish a Scientific Committee within the structure of the Presidential Council to achieve this objective.

I am hoping that in his new role as Vice President, Professor Jerome Kullman will chair the Scientific Council, to develop its modus operandi and to see it fulfil its objectives within my term of office.
The Presidential Council must continue to concentrate on a broad range of issues and activities.  In these short closing remarks I cannot concentrate on all of them so let me single out just a couple.

CILA first demonstrated, and AIDA Europe now demonstrates, the significant role of regional groupings within the AIDA family and the extent to which National Chapters can be strengthened when they operate within a regional network.  That regional network can also contribute enormously to the scientific objectives of AIDA within the region and within the National Chapters which make it up.

My part of the world, Asia-Pacific, is emerging as the future economic powerhouse.  I often hear commentators in Europe and North America speak of the significance of its role in helping the world recover from the Global Financial Crisis.  AIDA has a particular responsibility at this time in its history to focus on the Asia-Pacific region, to foster the creation of new chapters in those emerging economies and to encourage them to form their own regional group to follow in the footsteps well trodden by CILA and AIDA Europe.  I hope in the next four years to take significant steps in that direction.
For many of the issues coming before AIDA, a contribution to research and debate from North America is essential if the debate is to be as complete as it should be.  AIDA's strength in the United States of America and Canada is not what it should be.  This has been the case for quite a long time and urgent steps need to be taken to solve this problem.  AIDA needs a credible presence in the United States of America and Canada.  It has an effective chapter in the other parts of the Americas and we should be able to solve the American problem.
The third major issue for my Presidency which I wish to refer to is the AIDA website.  It is not good.  For a significant international body in the twenty-first century, an excellent website is essential for communication with its membership, to demonstrate its worth and reputation and to disseminate the product of its research and learning.  AIDA does have financial challenges but that is no reason why we cannot be more effective with the creation of an excellent website.  Our new Vice President, Professor Robert Merkin has had this responsibility in recent times and I am sure, with all the encouragement of the Presidential Council, will now find a way to achieve this objective as well.
As for the full programme for the next four years, its prioritization and implementation, I call on all the members of the Presidential Council and the other parts of AIDA to contribute their thoughts and ideas. Send me an email with what you think our 2 or 3 priorities should be. Just a short note; not anything in great detail at this time.

With the Executive, I will consider them all before our next meeting. From our corporate wisdom, our program will emerge.

I will seek to lead AIDA as part of a team, not as a President acting on his own views.
In concluding my remarks, I will invite the representatives of the Italian Chapter of AIDA to speak to us about the 14th Congress of AIDA.  I am conscious of the fact that yesterday, 19 May 2010 is the 50th anniversary of the formation of the first national chapter of AIDA which occurred in Italy under the leadership of Professor Donati.  The first World Congress was held in Rome between 4 and 7 April 1962.
So it was that the Presidential Council thought t appropriate to hold the next World Congress in Rome.  Would you please welcome the President of AIDA Italy Professor Paolo Montalenti
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