                                                                                                         Madrid, January 2014.

                                                                                                                     

Dear All: 

First of all accept my best regards from me and my team. As is well known, our working group of New Technologies, Prevention and Insurance will meet in Athens, Greece, from 6 to 9 May of 2014, at the King George Palace Hotel.

The main theme will focus on the influence of the Internet, Genetic Engineering and Nanotechnology in medicine. The agenda that will be discussed is based on risks. The first point will examine the services of e-health, e-health security and Technostress. Subsequently regenerative medicine, clinical tests in vitro and in vivo, new drugs and predictive genetic tests. Finally the nanoparticles and their use in medicine, controlled drug delivery, nanodiagnostics in vitro and in vivo, the new nanomaterials, nanogenetic and nanomachines.

The importance of the topic is emphasized on the difficult task that lawyers have to face caused by the lack of legislation or gaps, which hinders the work of defining the different fields, such as designating in which phase, either in the design, application and manufacturing , risk may occur . It is questioned if the scope of the civil and ethical responsibility should suffer some changes and if the existing mechanisms are sufficient and conducive to the implementation of these new technologies. Importantly, what lines of insurance are affected and what are the consequences it has on the different phases such as the pre procurement, phase policy and how to treat the incident.

To complete our investigation, it would be useful and helpful if you could answer the short questionnaire attached below in order to compare the situation of the main subject in different countries, which will give us a general idea of the existing treatments on the central theme.

A part of what formerly required, we would also like you to send us a short notice and have your presence in our discussion group.
QUESTIONNAIRE


Please inform us of the situation in your country _____________ about relevant points related to "New technologies and their impact on medicine and insurance"


A. - Internet
1. E - Health 

 
a -. Are you familiar with the different services offered by e-Health in your country?
                                      Yes______ No_____
 
b -. Which of the following issues do you believe could present difficulties in the implementation of e-Health in your country? (Please explain in brief)
 
- ( ) Technical Feasibility (systems, applications, infrastructure, market fragmentation)
- ( ) Legal Viability (privacy, confidentiality and data protection)
- ( ) E-Health Security (hacking, data leakage)
- ( ) All the above
- ( ) None of the above

2. Are you familiar with the Technostress and its impact on health?
                    Yes__ No__


B. - Genetic Engineering Biotechnology and nanotechnology


1. Are you familiar with regenerative medicine and its influence on genetic engineering and nanotechnology?


                     Yes____ No___


2. Which types of new drugs or modified virus do you known as carriers?
____________________________________________________________________
  
3. Which is the position in your country about problems related to predictive genetic tests and their use by insurance? (Explain in brief) 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
4. Are nanoparticles used in your country for therapeutic purposes? Indicate which

______________________________________________________________________


 
C. – Insurance

1. In your opinion, Could you enumerate some impacts of liability and insurance about the assumptions above?


1._______________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________
3._______________________________________________________________
