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Tribute to the Late Professor Dr Fernando Sanchez Calero
Delivered by AIDA President, Michael Gill, at the meeting of the Presidential Council in Tel Aviv on Wednesday 14 September 2011

The late Professor Dr Fernando Sanchez Calero was born in Spain in 1928 and passed away on 15 May 2011.  His death was drawn to our attention by our Vice-President, Eduardo Mangialardi, and produced an instant response from many members of the Presidential Council expressing not only their high regard for Fernando but also recognising the unique nature of the contribution which he had made in many fields of endeavour and the importance of his contribution to the lives of many people.

Fernando Sanchez Calero graduated in law from the University of Valladolid in 1949 and took his doctorate at the University of Madrid in 1954.

His career thereafter featured not only the life of a practising lawyer (since 1963) but also included important academic appointments and legal scholarship at the highest level.

In the world of the University, he occupied the Chair in Business Law in Madrid for more than 60 years, latterly as the Honorary Chair.  

He was Dean of the Economics Faculty in the Institute of Banking and Securities Studies at the University of Bilboa in the 1960's.

Other similar appointments are referred to in his curriculum vitae.  Outside of the University he had prestigious appointments as a member of the Insurance Advisory Board for the Ministry of Finance since 1967 and a permanent member of the Law Commission within the Ministry of Justice since 1970.

For more than 10 years he was a member of the Royal Academy of Jurisprudence & Legislation in Madrid.
In the world of scientific research and publication he was Founder, Director, or Editorial Board Member as well as Legal Contributor to a broad range of publications including:

· The Journal of Banking & Securities.

· The Journal of Commercial Law.

· The Private Law Review.

· The Journal of the Spanish Corporations and Insurance Magazine.

AIDA Honorary President Mikael Rosenmejer in paying tribute on the occasion of his death, said "...for many years he has been a solid rock for AIDA and steadily contributed to the aims of AIDA and to the work of the Presidential Council.  On the very same day I received the sad news from Eduardo, I received a gift from Fernando in the form of a copy of his latest scientific work 'Insurance Contract Law' - a book of almost 3,000 pages - what a legacy to his memory!..."
Of course Mikael's comment reminds us of his particular contribution to the life of AIDA in its various manifestations.

He was President of the Spanish Chapter and an Honorary President of CILA.  He has been an Honorary Councillor of the Presidential Council for many years.

He has contributed to the life of our Working Parties.

Vice-President Osvaldo Contreras-Strauch expressed his feelings thus:

"I feel devastated and am not able to describe the sadness that comes to me on the death of my dear friend Fernando Sanchez Calero, the most important and renowned Spanish speaking specialist on insurance law."
Italian Chapter representative Prof Paolo Montalenti said "I offer my personal condolences and the condolences of the whole of the Italian Chapter of AIDA on the demise of Prof Fernando Sanchez Calero, a man we all remember for his human qualities and high contribution to commercial legal studies.”
Finally, Eduardo Mangialardi referred to "his magnificent and impressive career as a lawyer and professor, and his enormous contribution to AIDA work in general, particularly in the Presidential Council and CILA.  His chivalry and honesty made him a man loved and respected not only by colleagues, but all who knew him.  His love for his family and from them to him is a point worthy of admiration and envy of many persons."
Fellow Councillors, I invite you to rise and observe a minute's silence in memory of our dear colleague, Fernando Sanchez Calero.
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