


Tribute to the late Dr. Eiichi Kimura (delivered by AIDA President, Michael Gill, to the Presidential Council in Lisbon on 7 May 2013)

It was with great sadness that we received the news of the death of Dr Eiichi Kimura, a foremost exponent of insurance law in his home country of Japan and beyond, as well as magnificent contributor for many years to the work of AIDA.

Dr Kimura was 87 years old when he died on 4 January 2013.  He had been a member of the Presidential Council of AIDA since 1978 and was a recipient of the AIDA Medal in Marrakesh in 1998.

In many capacities he made a great contribution to the development of insurance science.  For 23 years, from 1965 to 1988, he was Professor of Law at Hitotsubashi University, being Dean of the Faculty of Commerce from 1969 to 1971 and concluding as an Emeritus Professor from 1988 until his death in 2013.

From 1981 to 1992 he was President of the Japanese Society of Insurance Science.  From 1985 to 1987 he was a member of the Science Council of Japan, the Japanese Government official body.  For his great contribution to many aspects of Japanese life he received a decoration in formal recognition from the Japanese Government in 2002.

Of particular relevance to AIDA, and reinforcing his broad experience and pre-eminence as an insurance law expert, he was the Japanese Reporter on major themes at three World Congresses:
· Rome 1962 - 'Modern Trends on the Juridical Meaning of Insurance and Insurance Law'
· Hamburg 1966 - 'The Means of Reducing the Financial Burden on Liability Insurance' and 'The Influence of the Conduct of the Insured upon the Contractual Liability of the Insurer'
· Lausanne 1974 - 'Insurance and Acts of Violence Against Community which Affects Persons or Property'

He was also a member of the Working Party dealing with Insurance and Acts of Violence which was founded in Lausanne in 1974.  He was the author of many books and articles on marine insurance, insurance contract law, and insurance history.

He was a highly regarded and much valued member of AIDA, as well as to the many other organisations in Japan and beyond to which he contributed his unique abilities.
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