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Sweden

1.
The Patient Injury Act
issued on 19 June 1996. 


(Patientskadelag)

Introductory provisions
Section 1
This Act contains provisions governing the right to patient injury compensation and the obligation of health care providers to have an insurance covering such compensation (patient insurance).

Section 2
Under this Act a person who voluntarily participates as an experimental subject in medical research or who donates an organ or other biological material for transplantation or for other medical purpose is considered to be equivalent to a patient. 

Section 3
This Act only applies to injuries which have arisen in connection with health and medical care services in Sweden. 

Section 4
The right to patient injury compensation may only be limited on the basis of circumstances which have occurred after the event during which the injury was incurred and which, according to the Insurance Contracts Act (1927:77), may entail a limitation of the insurer’s obligation to pay the amount insured.

Section 5
In this Act health and medical care services means: such activities as are subject to the Public Health and Medical Care Services Act (1982:763) or the Dental Services Act (1985:125), or other similar medical activities and activities within the retail trade with pharmaceuticals, always subject to the precondition that it is the matter of activities carried out by staff subject to Chapter 1 of the Act (1998:531) on Professional Activity In Public Health and Medical Care. 

care providers means: state authority, county council and municipality as regards such health and medical care services as the authority, county council or municipality is responsible for (public care providers) as well as private persons  who provide health and medical care services (private care providers). Act (1998:535)

Entitlement to patient injury compensation
Section 6
Patient injury compensation is paid for personal injury to patients if the injuries with preponderant probability were caused by

(1) examination, care, treatment or similar measure provided that the injury could have been avoided either by a different performance of the chosen procedure or by choosing some other available procedure which according to an assessment made retroactively from a medical point of view would have satisfied the need of treatment in a less hazardous way.

(2) defects in the medico-technical products or hospital equipment used in the performance of an examination, care, treatment or similar measure, or improper use thereof.

(3) an incorrect diagnosis.    

(4) transfer of a contagious substance entailing infection in connection with an examination, care, treatment or similar measure.

(5) accidents in connection with an examination, care, treatment or similar measure or during a patient transport or in connection with a fire or other damage to health care premises or equipment, or

(6) prescription or provision of pharmaceuticals in contravention of regulations or instructions. 

When considering the right to compensation in accordance with the first paragraph, items 1 and 3, the guiding principle of action applicable is that of an experienced specialist or other experienced practitioner within the field. 

There is no right to compensation in accordance with item 4 of the first paragraph in those cases where the circumstances are such that the infection must reasonably be tolerated. In that connection regard shall be paid to the nature and degree of severity of the illness or injury which the measure is related to, the patient’s health status in other respects and the possibility of anticipating the infection. 

Exceptions to the right to patient injury compensation
Section 7
Patient injury compensation is not paid if

1.
the injury is a consequence of a necessary procedure for the diagnosis or treatment of an illness or injury which without treatment is downright life-threatening or entails severe disability, or

2.
the injury is caused by pharmaceuticals in cases other than those mentioned in Section 6, first paragraph, item 6.

How the patient injury compensation is determined
Section 8
Patient injury compensation is determined in accordance with Chapter 5, Sections 1-5 and Chapter 6, Section 1 of the Tort Liability Act (1972:207) with the limitations stated in Sections 9-11 of that Act.

Section 9
When patient injury compensation is determined, a sum shall be deducted which is equal to one twentieth of the base amount according to the National Insurance Act (1962:381) applicable when the compensation is determined. 

Section 10
Patient injury compensation is for each event limited to at most 1,000 times the base amount under the National Insurance Act (1962:381) applicable when the compensation is determined. However, for each injury event the patient injury compensation is limited for each injured patient to at most 200 times this base amount.  

The amounts stated in the first paragraph do not include interest or compensation for litigation costs.

Section 11
If the liability sum applicable under Section 10, first paragraph, first sentence is not sufficient to satisfy those who are entitled to compensation, their compensation is to be reduced by the same quotient portion for each of them. 

If, after the occurrence of a case of injury there is a risk that a reduction under the first paragraph will be required, the Government or an authority appointed by the Government may order that for the time being only a certain quotient portion of the compensation shall be paid out. 

Insurance obligations etc.
Section 12
Health care providers shall have a patient insurance that provides compensation for injuries covered by this Act. If an activity is conducted by a private health care provider under an agreement with a public health care provider, it is the public health care provider which must have the insurance. 

Section 13
Patient injury compensation is to be paid out by the insurer. If several patient insurances cover the same loss, the insurers are liable jointly for the compensation. In such a case the insurers shall among themselves incur equal parts of the compensation liability.

Section 14
In the absence of patient insurance, the insurers affiliated to the Patient Insurance Association in accordance with Section 15 are jointly liable for the patient injury compensation which would have been paid if a patient insurance had existed. In such a case the Association will represent the insurers.

The insurers’ compensation liability among themselves is to be distributed according to the relationship between the patient insurance premium amounts that apply for each of them to the next preceding calendar year.

Patient Insurance Association
Section 15
Those insurers who issue patient insurance shall be affiliated to a patient insurance association. 

The Government or an authority appointed by the Government is to determine the by-laws of the Association.

Patient insurance fee
Section 16
The Patient Insurance Association is entitled to compensation (patient insurance fee) from the health care provider for the period during which the health care provider did not have insurance in accordance with this Act. 

The patient insurance fee charged may at most amount to a sum which equates per year to fifteen percent of the base amount applicable under the National Insurance Act (1962:381) in force when the fee is decided. If the amount which equates to two times the annual insurance premium applicable to health care providers of an equivalent category when the fee is determined, is higher, then the fee may instead be computed on the basis of that sum. 

Patient Claims Panel
Section 17
The insurers affiliated to the Patient Insurance Association shall together maintain and finance a patient claims panel. The Panel shall include representatives of the patients’ interest. Further regulations concerning the Panel’s composition will be issued by the Government, which shall also approve the rules of procedure of the Panel. 

The Panel shall at the request of a patient or other person suffering loss, a health care provider, an insurer or a court pronounce its opinion in  compensation cases.

Damages
Section 18
Although patient injury compensation may be paid under this Act the person suffering  the loss may instead demand tort damages in accordance with the rules applicable thereto. 

Section 19
A person who has paid tort damages by reason of an injury referred to in this Act assumes, up to the sum paid, the rights of the injured person to patient injury compensation. However, this does not apply if the patient injury compensation could have been re-claimed by the party liable for tort damages in accordance with Section 20, first paragraph. 

Re-claim
Section 20
If patient injury compensation has been paid for a loss caused intentionally or by gross negligence, the insurer assumes, the rights of the injured party to tort damages up to the sum paid. 

If patient injury compensation has been paid for an injury covered by the Product Liability Act (1992:18), the insurer assumes, up to the sum paid, the rights of the injured party to damages under that Act.

If an injury is covered by traffic insurance in accordance with the Traffic Damages Act (1975:1410) and if patient injury compensation has been paid for the injury, the insurer assumes the right of the injured party to traffic damages compensation up to the sum paid.

Section 21
If patient injury compensation has been paid under Section 14, first paragraph, the compensation may be re-claimed from the health care provider who was liable to take out a patient insurance. In that case the Patient Insurance Association represents the insurers. 

Section 22
A health care provider from whom a sum has in accordance with section 21 been demanded, assumes, up to the amount paid, the rights which under Section 20 accrue to the insurer. 

Statutory limitation 

Section 23
A person who wishes to obtain patient injury compensation under this Act loses his right to compensation if he does not institute proceedings within three years from learning that a claim could be made and in any case within ten years from the time when the injury was caused. 

If a person who wishes to obtain compensation has reported the injury to the health care provider or the insurer within the time stated in the first paragraph, he always has six months within which to institute proceedings after having received the insurer’s final decision concerning the matter. 

That which is stated in the second paragraph concerning the insurer shall, in the cases mentioned in section 14, first paragraph, apply to the Patient Insurance Association. 

2.
Undertaking to pay compensation for drug-related injuries

(Åtagande att utge ersättning för läkemedelsskada)

Manufacturers or importers of pharmaceuticals who are members of the Swedish Pharmaceutical Insurance Association have undertaken liability for drug-related injuries in accordance with these Indemnity Rules as of 1 January 2000.
Clause 1


Compensation shall be paid in accordance with this undertaking for an injury caused by a pharmaceutical that a manufacturer or an importer who is a member of the Swedish Pharmaceutical Insurance Association has distributed in Sweden for consumption.

Clause 2


In this undertaking, pharmaceutical/drug means a product that is intended for human consumption and that is subject of the Swedish Pharmaceuticals Act (1992:859). However, this undertaking does not cover injury caused by naturopathic drugs, certain drugs for external use (so called free drugs) or homeopathic products. 
Clause 3
 tc "Clause 3
 " \l 2
In this undertaking, drug-related injury means a disease or other injury of a physical nature that has been caused, with preponderant probability, through medication with or other use of a pharmaceutical for purposes of treatment of disease or other health care or clinical trials of new pharmaceuticals.

A drug-related injury is not considered to include a disease or other injury that is due to lack of or reduced effect by the pharmaceutical or has occurred when an activity that is inappropriate having regard to the intended or predicted effect of the pharmaceutical.

Clause 4 tc "Clause 4 " \l 2
A drug-related injury is not indemnified if the injury was caused due to the ordination or supply of the pharmaceutical in contravention of regulations or instructions.

Clause 5


A drug-related injury is not indemnified if, having regard to

· 
the nature and severity of the complaint at which the treatment was aimed

· 
the general status of health of the injured person

· 
the scope and severity of the injury

· 
the reason for the professional to expect certain effects from the pharmaceutical and the possibility for him to predict the consequences of such effects

· 
  the injury could reasonably be accepted as a consequence       of the use of the pharmaceutical.

Clause 6


A drug-related injury is not indemnified if the injury has been caused by the use of a prescription pharmaceutical that has not been prescribed for the injured person by someone who is duly authorised to issue such prescription and the injured person knew or should have known this.

Clause 7


Compensation for a drug-related injury is not paid if the person who claims compensation or, in the event that the injury results in death, the deceased caused the injury intentionally or through obvious misuse of the pharmaceutical. Compensation for a drug-related injury may be adjusted if the person who claims compensation or, in the event that the injury results in death, the deceased has contributed to the injury through negligence.

Clause 8
Compensation for a drug-related injury shall be determined in accordance with Chapter 5, Sections 1-5 of the Tort Liability Act (1972:207), except as otherwise stipulated hereinafter.

-
Compensation for bodily defect or other permanent harm is paid in accordance with the norms determined in respect of each calendar year by the Swedish Pharmaceutical Insurance Association.

-
When determining the amount of the indemnity, a deduction shall be made for, beside the benefits mentioned in Chapter 5, Section 3, of the Tort Liability Act, compensation that can obviously be received through social security insurance or road traffic insurance.

-
Compensation is not paid for such additional costs that may arise as a result of benefits provided by the State, county council or municipality being debited in a greater amount or lapsing because the injured person is entitled to reimbursement for costs under this undertaking.

Clause 9



The liability in accordance with this undertaking is limited to

-


SEK 10 million for each injured person, including the value of annuities capitalised in accordance with sound insurance principles,

-


SEK 200 million for all injuries that are reported during one and the same calendar year.

All injuries that form part of a series loss shall be considered as reported during the calendar year when the first report of an injury in the series is submitted to the insurer.

Series injury means drug-related injuries that have afflicted several persons as a result of the same injurious effect of one or more pharmaceuticals within the same therapeutic field of application, provided

-
the pharmaceutical has been withdrawn from registration due to this injurious effect, or

-
the injurious effect was caused by a manufacturing defect.

A series injury comprise only injuries caused by the use of a pharmaceutical that has been distributed for consumption before information has been given to the Swedish medical profession.

Clause 10


In the event that the limits stipulated in Clause 9 above are insufficient to fully indemnify all of the injured persons who are entitled to compensation within these limits, then compensation will be reduced by the same proportion for each individual. If there is reason to expect that such a reduction will be necessary after the occurrence of an injury, the Pharmaceutical Injury Panel may determine that, until further notice, only a certain proportion of the compensation shall be paid.

Clause 11


The Swedish Pharmaceutical Insurance Association will take out insurance for the liability under this undertaking. A person who claims compensation shall address his claim to the insurer in accordance with that stated below.

In the event of delay in payment of compensation under this undertaking, interest shall be paid in accordance with the Swedish Interest Act (1975:635). However , delay shall first be deemed to be in effect 90 days after the person claiming compensation has put forward his claim for compensation and has submitted such investigative material that can reasonably be required of him in order for the insurer to be able to determine whether an indefinable drug-related injury has occurred. 

Interest for delay is calculated per annum in accordance with a base rate corresponding to the discount rate applicable from time to time plus two per cent units.

Compensation shall not be paid for delay of payment of compensation due to war, war-like events, civil war, revolution or riots, or measures taken by government authorities, strike, lockout, blockade or similar events.

Nor is compensation paid for costs of representation in connection with the consideration of the claim for compensation by the insurer.

Clause 12


A person who desires to claim compensation under this undertaking shall, within three years from the time when he became aware of the injury, give written notice to the insurer. The absolute time limit that applies is that the injury must be notified within 15 years from the time when the injured person ceased to use the pharmaceutical that, either by itself or in combination with another pharmaceutical, caused the injury. If notification is not given within the stipulated time the right to compensation for the injury under this undertaking lapses.

If the person who claims compensation, on receipt of written information from the insurer about the possibilities for indemnification of the injury under this undertaking, institutes or pursues litigation in a court for compensation against the party who manufactured or imported the pharmaceutical, the right for compensation for the injury lapses. 

Clause 13


Questions of principle and claims for compensation that are disputed, shall, at the request of the person who claims compensation or the insurer or the Swedish Pharmaceutical Insurance Association, be referred to a specially appointed panel – The Pharmaceutical Injury Panel – for an opinion.

A person who claims compensation may not seek the opinion of the Pharmaceutical Injury Panel later than six months after he received the insurer’s decision regarding his claim for compensation and information concerning the necessary steps to be taken by him if he does not accept this decision.

If the Pharmaceutical Injury Panel considers that the person claiming compensation under this undertaking is entitled to such compensation or if he was otherwise justified in asking for an opinion of the Panel, he is entitled to compensation for the costs he has had in order to put forward his views to the Panel.

Clause 14


The Pharmaceutical Injury Panel consists of eight members. 

The Government shall appoint the Chairman and four other members, of whom two members shall represent medical science and two members shall represent the interest of patients. The insurer shall nominate one member. The Swedish Pharmaceutical Insurance Association shall nominate two members, of whom one shall represent medical science.

The Chairman shall have the casting vote.

For every member a personal deputy shall be nominated in accordance with the same order as above.

The Rules of Procedure for the Pharmaceutical Injury Panel are laid down by the Government in line with the recommendations of the Swedish Pharmaceutical Insurance Association in collaboration with the insurer.

Clause 15


Disputes between the insurer and the person claiming compensation are settled by arbitration in accordance with the Arbitration Act (1999:116). If any of the arbitrators appointed by the parties so requests, the third arbitrator shall be appointed by the Government.

The arbitration proceedings shall be based on the written documentation adduced. The parties shall present their cases in writing. The arbitrators may decide whether an oral hearing shall also be necessary to elucidate the material issue. If an arbitrator so requests, the arbitrators shall call in an expert and provide him with the opportunity to present his views.

The insurer shall pay the charges of the arbitrators and any expert that was called in accordance the second paragraph. However, this does not apply if the person who claims compensation under the undertaking loses the case and did not have reasonable cause for referring the dispute for review. 

Clause 16


Referral to arbitration for determination in accordance with Clause 15 above may be requested only if the Pharmaceutical Injury Panel has previously issued an opinion in the compensation matter in accordance with Clause 13. If either party wishes to adduce new facts or a new investigation that has not previously been considered by the Pharmaceutical Injury Panel, the matter shall be referred to the Pharmaceutical Injury Panel for a new opinion.

A person who claims compensation may not request a decision by arbitration later than six months from the time when he received the final decision from the insurer as a result of the opinion of the Pharmaceutical Injury Panel and information about the necessary steps to be taken by him if he does not accept this decision.

Clause 17


A person who accepts an offer of compensation under this undertaking is liable to assign to the insurer his right to damages from any party who may be held liable for the injury. However this duty shall not apply as regards compensation from social security insurance or road traffic insurance that has been deducted in accordance with Clause 8.2 above. 

If the person claiming compensation does not assign his right to damages within six months after when he has been reminded of his obligation under the first paragraph he loses his entitlement to compensation for the injury under this undertaking.

If the person claiming compensation does not accept the offered compensation within six months after receiving the offer and information about the necessary steps to be taken by him if he does not accept the offer and moreover does not request the opinion of the Pharmaceutical Injury Panel during this time, he loses his entitlement to compensation under this undertaking. In the event that such an opinion is requested in good time, a new time limit for acceptance applies of six months computed from the time when the person claiming compensation received the insurer’s final decision as a result of the opinion of the Pharmaceutical Injury Panel and information about the necessary steps to be taken by him if he does not accept this. If the person claiming compensation in such a case does not accept the decision in good time nor request referral for a determination by arbitration in accordance with Clause 16 above, he will lose his entitlement to compensation for the injury under this undertaking.

Clause 18


Compensation in accordance with the applicable conditions of this undertaking is also paid for personal injury that has been caused by a pharmaceutical, beside drug-related injury according to Clause 3, insofar as a member of the Swedish Pharmaceutical Insurance Association is liable according to Swedish law for the injury and has distributed the pharmaceutical in Sweden for consumption. However, iowever, if the person claiming compensation in such a case opposes the application of any provision under Clauses 11-17, those conditions shall be applied only to extent agreed upon by the parties.

Clause 19


This undertaking comes into force on 1 January 2000 and replaces the undertakings that applied before then. 

This undertaking applies to injuries that have been reported after the end of 1999. This undertaking does not apply to series losses that according to previous undertakings should be referable to a date before 1 January 2000, nor to injuries that were actually reported before that date. 

This undertaking does not cover drug-related injuries that occurred before 1 July 1978.

A drug-related injury is deemed to have occurred when the injured party sought treatment for the first time for his injury or, if he has died without having sought treatment, upon death.

3.
Criminal Injuries Compensation Act


(SFS 1978:413)
(including amendments effective as of 1 July 1999 (1999:253) 


(Brottsskadelag)

Introductory provisions 

Section 1. This Act relates to compensation from public funds for loss, injury or damage resulting from criminal offences (criminal injuries compensation). 


The Act is applicable if the offence has been committed in Sweden. In the case of personal injury, the Act is also applicable if an offence has been committed outside Sweden against someone domiciled in Sweden. However, the Act does not apply in cases where the offence and the claimant have so little to connect them with Sweden that it is unreasonable that compensation for the loss, injury or damage be paid out of Swedish public funds 

Conditions for the payment of criminal injuries compensation 
Section 2. Criminal injuries compensation is paid for personal injury. Damage to clothes, spectacles and similar items borne by the injured person at the time of injury is also compensated as personal injury. 


The provisions of this Act concerning compensation for personal injury also apply in relation to suffering caused by one person to another by an offence interfering with personal liberty or by other criminal molestation. (1988:255) 

Section 3. Criminal injuries compensation is paid for damage to property where the offence has been committed by someone who was 


1.
an inmate of a penal institution, 


2.
an inmate for care in a home under Section 12 of the Care of Young Persons (Special Provisions) Act (1990:52), 


3.
an inmate for care in a home under Section 22 of the Care of Alcoholics, Drug Abusers and Abusers of Volatile Solvents (Special Provisions) Act (1988:870),


4.
remained in custody under a decision which has been enforced, or


5.
subject to corresponding deprivation of liberty in Denmark, Finland, Iceland or Norway.

If special reasons exist, the first paragraph of this Section can also apply to pure economic loss. (1990:59)

Section 4. Criminal injuries compensation is paid for property damage and pure economic loss in cases other than those provided for in Section 3 to the extent that the claimant’s ability to support himself is seriously jeopardized as a result of the damage or injury or where payment of compensation otherwise appears to be of vital importance. (1988:225)

Assessment of criminal injuries compensation

Section 5. Criminal injuries compensation for personal injury is assessed in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 5, Sections 1 to 5 of the Tort Liability Act (1972:207).


A life annuity is granted only in cases where the compensation is of significant importance for the future care or support of the claimant. Such an annuity is index-related in accordance with the provisions of the Act regarding Adjustment of Life Annuities awarded in Tort (1973:213).


Criminal injuries compensation for damage to property is assessed in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 5, Section 7 of the Tort Liability Act (1972:207).

Section 6. Damages which have been paid to or are capable of recovery by the claimant as a result of the loss, damage or injury are deducted when assessing the amount of criminal injuries compensation to be paid.

Section 7. When assessing criminal injuries compensation for personal injury, not only are damages to be deducted, but also any other compensation payable to the claimant as the result of his injury such as has not already been deducted under Chapter 5, Section 3 of the Tort Liability Act (1972:207). A deduction shall not, however, be made for compensation which is paid out of funds accumulated by or on behalf of the claimant. 


When assessing criminal injuries compensation for damage to property or pure economic loss, not only are damages to be deducted but also any other compensation to which the claimant is entitled as a result of the damage or loss. 

Section 8. When assessing criminal injuries compensation for damage to property which was not insured against the risk of damage and which it must be assumed the claimant omitted to insure because of the extent of his possessions and the spread of risks involved in his business activities, a deduction shall be made for the insurance indemnity which would have been paid had insurance existed. 


When assessing criminal injuries compensation for damage to property, which according to normal practice, ought to have been insured against the risk of damage but which the claimant has neglected to insure, a reasonable deduction shall be made from the compensation in respect of the insurance indemnity which would have been paid, had insurance existed. 

Section 9. When adjusting criminal injuries compensation in cases of contributory negligence on the part of the claimant, the provisions of Chapter 6, Section 1 of the Tort Liability Act (1972:207) shall apply. Criminal injuries compensation can also be reduced or withheld in cases other than those stipulated in the first paragraph, if it would be reasonable to do so as having regard to the fact that the claimant or, if the injury proved fatal, the deceased intentionally or by carelessness increased the risk of injury by his conduct in connection with the offence or in some other similar manner. Compensation can also be reduced or withheld for damage to property or pure economic loss if it would be reasonable to do so as having regard to the fact that the claimant intentionally or by carelessness increased the risk of loss by omitting to observe normal precautions. (1999:253)

Section 10. A deductible is deducted in the case of personal injury, property damage or pure economic loss. The amount of the deductible is determined by the Government, or by an authority appointed by the Government, with reference to the lowest deductible applicable in Sweden to private consumer insurance which includes cover for loss, injury or damage resulting from a criminal offence. 


The first paragraph does not apply in cases of loss, injury or damage resulting from an offence committed by a person referred to in Section 3, if the offence took place in or in the vicinity of the penal institution or place where the person concerned was committed or was under care. Nor does the first paragraph apply if there are other special reasons not to deduct any deductible. (1984:935) 

Section 11. Criminal injuries compensation for personal injury granted in the form of a lump sum shall not exceed twenty times the base amount determined under the National Insurance Act (1962:381) applicable at the time when the compensation is assessed. Compensation which is granted in the from of a life annuity shall not for, any one year, exceed three times the base amount applicable at the time when the compensation is assessed. 


Criminal injuries compensation paid for damage to property and for pure economic loss shall not exceed ten times the base amount which is applicable at the time when the compensation is assessed. 

If the aggregate criminal injuries compensation, after deduction of a sum as a deductible under Section 10 first paragraph, is less than SEK 10, compensation is not payable. (1979:1103) 

Examination of claims for criminal injuries compensation 
Section 12. Claims for criminal injuries compensation are examined by the Criminal Victim Compensation and Support Authority (Brottsoffermyndigheten). However, the Government can stipulate that another authority examines a claim for compensation in connection with an offence committed by a person or persons referred to in Section 3, paragraph 1 or 2 where the claim is for a maximum amount of SEK 500. Appeals against decisions of such an authority can be made to the Criminal Victim Compensation and Support Authority. 


No appeal is permitted against decisions of the Criminal Victim Compensation and Support Authority. (1994:424) 

Section 13. The Criminal Victim Compensation and Support Authority shall have a Board to determine matters concerning criminal injuries compensation which are important in principle or otherwise of major importance. The Board may also determine other matters than criminal injuries compensation.


The chairperson and vice-chairpersons of the Board shall be or have been ordinary judges. 


The Board is appointed by the Government. (1999:253) 

Section 13 a. The Criminal Victim Compensation and Support Authority shall hold an oral hearing, if requested by the applicant and it is not manifestly unnecessary. (1999:253)

Section 13 b. Oral hearings in accordance with Section 13 a shall be public.


If it may be assumed that information will be provided at a hearing which is subject to secrecy at the Criminal Victim Compensation and Support Authority in accordance with the Secrecy Act (1980:100), the chairperson at the hearing may decide that the hearing shall be held behind closed doors (in camera).


If the applicant is under the age of fifteen or suffers from a mental disturbance, the chairperson at the hearing may decide that the hearing shall be held behind closed doors (in camera). (1999:253)

Section 14. Claims for criminal injuries compensation shall be made within two years from the time when a judgment or final decision has entered into final legal force. If a public prosecution has not been instituted but a preliminary investigation has been conducted, the application shall be made within two years from when the preliminary investigation was discontinued or concluded. In other cases the application shall be made within two years form when the offence was committed.


An application may be considered even if it has been submitted too late if there are extraordinary reasons to do so.


Claims are considered only where the offence has been notified to the public prosecutor or the police or where the applicant can show good reason why such notification has not been made. 


As regards time limits of a claim for criminal injuries compensation, that prescribed by Section 3 of the Act on Limitation (1981:130) on time limitations regarding claims for damages emanating from an offence shall apply. (1999:253)

Section 14 a. If the Criminal Victim Compensation and Support Authority considers that a decision in a matter concerning criminal injuries compensation is incorrect on the grounds of new circumstances or for some other reason, the Authority shall alter the decision, provided that this can be done without disadvantaging the applicant. (1999:253)

Section 14 b. If a decision in a matter concerning criminal injuries compensation has been made by the Director-General or some other officer at the Criminal Victim Compensation and Support Authority, the matter shall be immediately reconsidered by the Board, upon request by the applicant.


However, the matter need not be reconsidered by the Board if it is manifest that the decision should be amended in accordance with the applicant’s request. (1999:253)

Section 15. If special reasons exist having regard to an applicant's financial circumstances or other circumstances, the cost of inquiry into or assistance with the criminal injuries compensation matter can be borne by public funds. 


An applicant who has attended an oral hearing may be granted compensation from public funds by the Criminal Victim Compensation and Support Authority for expenses of travel and accommodation, provided the Authority considers that it is reasonable to compensate the applicant for attending. The Authority may decide to grant an advance payment of such compensation. The Government may issue detailed regulations concerning compensation and advance payments. (1999:253)

Other provisions 
Section 16. Claims for criminal injuries compensation are non-transferable until such time as the compensation becomes due for payment. 


Claims for criminal injuries compensation made in respect of personal injury may not be attached in payment of the claimant's debts. Attachment of a life annuity may, however, be made in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 7 of the Code on Execution. Issues concerning the prohibition of attachment after the payment of compensation are subject to Chapter 5, Section 7, second paragraph, of the Code on Execution. (1981:819) 

Section 17. If criminal injuries compensation is paid under the provisions of this Act, the State acquires a right of subrogation up to the amount paid after deductions have been made when assessing the compensation The same applies with regard to other benefits granted as a result of the loss, injury or damage, which should have been deducted when the compensation was assessed but were unknown at that time. 
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